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Minister’s Report 

Greetings in Christ, 

One year ends, another begins. We put a period at the end of each sentence, some 

space between paragraphs, a title at the beginning of chapters, and we punctuate the 

passing of one year in the life of the church by creating an annual report. Much like the 

original languages of our Holy Bible, time has no punctuation, no titles, no chapter/verse 

numbers. The books of the Bible were written as uninterrupted streams of text, just as 

God and creation co-author the story of time, uninterrupted. It wasn’t until much later, 

that we divided the scriptural texts into chapters, we added in titles that attempt to 

capture the essence of each periscope, and we added in verse numbers to help us 

navigate our way through the story, through time. 

Standing at this moment in time, I am drawn to craft my annual report letter in two 

parts: Looking back (a retrospective look at 2019) and moving forward (a prospective 

look into 2020), as where we are going is most certainly shaped by where we’ve been. 

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 

the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might 

have hope. (Romans 15:4) 

Last year the elders began discussing what one strength seems to characterize CHCC in 

the present that we could build on towards the future.  Making and educating disciples 

seemed to stand out as a priority at Corner House.  Educating others is one area we 

believe we are most adept at as a church.  Jesus taught us to “Go and make disciples.”  

Disciples are made, not born.  Disciple making will require more small group and 

learning opportunities.  

So last year I added what I believe to be a directional mantra to the cover of the Corner 

House weekly Sunday morning bulletin.  A mantra is simply a statement or slogan 

repeated frequently. 

The motto we added is not a mission statement as much as it, to me, sums up the 

activity of the main body of the Corner House Christian Church.  “Created to 

Contribute.”  The key verse is found in Ephesians 2:10 “For we are God’s handiwork 

(workmanship) created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in 

advance for us to do.”  Then, highlighting this mantra are four key areas of church 

participation that keep us going and growing together in the Lord.  Those areas all have 
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to do with stewardship.  They are, in order, “time,” “talent,” “tithe,” and “testimony.”  

More than words, these directives sum up the contributions of the faithful to our church 

body as well as the expectations for all who attend here.   

LOOKING BACK 

Looking back on the year in the rear view mirror we did not have a banner year in terms 

of church growth.  If anything, our attendance has slipped a bit.  We are growing on a 

slow incline in the faithfulness and spiritual discipline of our people.  More of our 

members are seeing the need to attend at least one if not more of 12 small groups 

opportunities we offer.   (That number does not reflect the children’s and youth 

ministries.) We currently have approximately 45 different people who attend these 

study and pastoral care opportunities.  Of those who attend approx. 20 participate in 

more than one small group.  We are also blessed by the number of leaders we have who 

function as teachers and facilitators to these groups.  

I am also blessed to share this ministry with 5 elders including Dave Ballenger, Jerry 

Coxson, Patrick Gainard, Herb Good and Chuck Thompson.  Our elders have taken an 

active lead on our ministry teams and in keeping up with shut in communion, not to 

mention the spiritual, physical, monetary and legal matters of the church.  We 

appreciate our deacons, trustees and ministry group leaders who function in key roles 

to assist our leadership team in the ongoing ministry at CHCC.   

In the past year Corner House has had to part with some key leaders and helpers from 

past years.  One of the highlights of our year was Sunday, February 10th as we 

celebrated a special worship service thanking Bill Longley for his many years of undying 

and devoted leadership as an elder, teacher, deacon and leader at CHCC.  On that 

Sunday Bill’s family gathered as we bestowed the status of Elder Emeritus on Bill.  Sadly, 

just four months later we gathered around Bill’s family in our sanctuary once again as 

God called our long time devoted Elder home to be with Him.   

We can feel the impact of Bill’s departure every Sunday morning.  Something has been 

missing that only time and our faithfulness can replace.   

We have also been saddened by the loss of Helene Reinhart, Ray Roskie, Larry Lissimore, 

Virginia Coonce, Judy Mulhall, Alberta Denamen and Tracy Fiedler.  Several members 

also experienced death of loved ones who were not members or attenders of Corner 

House. 
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Some unions of marriage took place this past year.  I was honored to marry Sparky & 

Donna Ashby, Alex and Victoria Sevastos and Brad & Heather Fumerola.  I also attended 

the wedding of Leroy & Alice Wray’s son Dan. 

We had some members reconfirm their membership status such as Dianah 

(Cunningham) Likens who has been attending regularly with her family; Brad, Violet and 

Oliver.  We had a Baby Appreciation Sunday where we had Logan Cabuno and the Likens 

children blessed.   

Kim Blaine has been back with us and stepping up when and where she can.  Jenny 

Goldberg and her family have been attending regularly. Lorraine Roskie and Jenn Kelsey 

have been becoming faithful attenders.  We have had a few newcomers interested in 

baptism.  

It warms my heart to say we had several added members this year; Dakota Minotti was 

baptized by Don Kennedy, Josh Bentley was baptized by James Meckley on our mission 

trip to Kentucky, Taylor Vega and Kaylynn Bailey were baptized at Elkhorn Valley, Logan 

Cabuno, Trevor Penn, Bob Wilson, Michael Rhoads, and Jennifer Kelsey also made their 

confessions of faith and were baptized. 

Kata Gainard, Christine King and Megan Shrader placed their memberships with us this 

year. 

We have had some visitors come and go this year.  Jan Kalan, Leonard & Carol Osborn, 

Ted & Kathy Stinson have all been regularly attending.   

There is such sorrow with loss but with the additions in marriage, baptism and new 

attendees, we know our Lord is with us as we continually pray for those affected by loss. 

Our attendance for 2019 averaged 116.  That’s including missing one Sunday we didn’t 

have service due to our lovely winter weather here in Ohio.   

PASTORAL 

During 2019 I had the privilege of delivering 47 morning messages at Corner House.  I 

was grateful for the opportunity to vacation for a few days at Niagra Falls in June and a 

couple short trips to Indiana.  In March, I attend the annual Center For Church 

Leadership "Leadership Summit" in Cincinnati, OH (along with Chuck Thompson and two 

other local ministers). 
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As a Pastor I keep regular records of my personal, hospital and shut-in calls.  My records 

indicate well over 300 calls made last year alone to members, attendees and friends of 

our congregation.  I got tired counting them or I'd give a more accurate record.  I can 

honestly say I derive a great deal of personal enjoyment while visiting in your homes 

and on those occasions where you or your loved ones are hospitalized.  Due to the 

business of the typical American household I do not typically make unannounced visits 

on families with children at home. 

In addition to making over several hospital calls to St. E's, Cleveland, Sharon, Pittsburgh 

and Akron Children's Hospital, I had the opportunity to visit several of the local nursing 

homes including Elmwood, Clepper House, John 23, Whispering Oaks, and The Lakes at 

Jefferson.  I visited many members in their homes this year also.  

COMMUNITY 

In the Hubbard community I continued to have the opportunity to work with the City 

Transformation Chaplains Team.  During 2019 I attended a total of 8 meetings.  I 

coordinated and represented CTT at the CARE meetings for the families and friends of 

the addicted attending 10 of the 12 scheduled meetings.  I met on 10 occasions in a 

counseling education team in association with CARE lead by Pastor Phil Roland. I met 

with widows in our community to initiate the start of a local widows group that meets 

monthly at the Hubbard Public Library.  I also attended several Penn/Ohio preachers 

meetings and with the help of Avis Matthews hosted a few as well.  It’s also been my 

privilege to serve our country and county while on grand jury duty from September - 

December.  One of the highlights of my year was to preach and participate at the annual 

“Hope For Hubbard” city wide revival last September.  Also I offered the invocation and 

the benediction at the Hubbard Sports Hall of Fame Banquet and the invocation at the 

HHS Baccalaureate service.  I pronounced the benediction for the inauguration 

ceremony of the new Mayor and Police Chief on December 27th. 

BODY LIFE 

I serve as the guitarist on our praise team, in which I love to worship the Lord while 

playing.  My family is active in the Hubbard High School Band program, my wife serves 

as treasurer of band boosters.  On Friday nights, you can most likely find us in the 

concession booth along with the other volunteer band boosters 

Don Cooper has been a great asset to the church with his Grieving for the Hurting class 

he does spring through fall.  We are continually grateful to him for providing this 
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ministry here at Corner House.  Don also offers personal counsel to anyone who has the 

need.  I had the privilege of attending the North Eastern Ohio Bible College’s 25th 

anniversary dinner where Don faithfully serves as President. 

One of the highlights of my summer was our Family/Youth Mission Trip to Kentucky.  

Our trip began on Monday, July 15th and we were home by late Friday, July 19th.  Our 

adventure was through an organization known as Missions Journeys.  Larry Mullholand, 

the Executive Director of Missions Journeys had our team working a food distribution in 

one of the poorest counties in the nation - Magoffin County.  We also sorted clothing 

and set up a special picnic and clothing distribution at local low income apartment 

complexes.  Our team was comprised of a mix of 5 adults, 8 teens and 3 children.   

WNW has been renamed to “REFUEL”, we still have dinner at 5:30pm and are offering 

classes for all ages.  The attendance seems to be up this year.  The kids are enjoying 

their classes and their teachers.  This is overseen by the Discipleship and Fellowship 

ministries, but could not be as successful without all the time and volunteers of the 

cooks and teachers. 

We had a camera set up for Sunday morning worship service to stream into the Nursery 

so we can get some volunteers in there, we have been lacking on this.  This is also 

serving as our streaming service to Facebook, so Marti and Chuck can be freed up to 

teach on Sunday mornings. 

OFFICE REPORT  

Patty Cabuno has been doing a great job filling the position of Executive Assistant.  Patty 

gives over and above the call of duty and seldom leaves the church office before 2:00 

pm.  Her presence in our church office has afforded us the opportunity to have a 

receptionist who attends CHCC and has a good report with our members and guests.   

Once again this year I appreciated the ministries of Jennifer Fisher, Kata Gainard, and 

Avis Groves in the office.   Jennifer officially serves CHCC as our Church Clerk.  She has 

also been doing a great job updating the church sign at the route 7 driveway entrance.  

Kata serves as our office organizer and trainer of staff and volunteers.  Church 

communications improved as Kata sends out our bi-monthly electronic newsletter.  

Recently, we decided to go back to the name “Crusader” in order to give continuity to 

the publication.   
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Office technology improved in 2019 with a new partnership with Youngstown 

Computers.  Kudos also to Carm Shockey for consistently preparing our weekly church 

bulletins and sermon power point.  Heather Wukelich continues to up-date our weekly 

announcements for power point (Pro-Presenter).  Meanwhile, Marti Nicastro continues 

to keep the sermon and church announcement videos on Facebook on a monthly basis.  

We also appreciate Avis Grove as she writes her weekly article based on my sermons in 

the Review Newspaper.  Thanks also to Cindy Coxson and Luke Fisher for continuing 

their ministry of folding bulletins.  

Last year was a bitter/sweet year for community outreach.  We began the year poised 

and excited about our partnership with Hooper Communications.  Hooper provided an 

opportunity for us to place a phone-call to any area code in the community.  We began 

the year with a prayer message to Hubbard and expanded to several local prefixs.  Our 

contract through Hooper also included the option to keep in constant contact with our 

membership by way of emails, texts, and phone calls. This system was to be so unique 

that I could send a text to 20 people and they could respond to the church only and not 

to the group.  How wonderful this program would have been.  However, as misfortunes 

have it, Hooper is currently unable to honor the contract due to a crisis within their 

company.  They are working on solving this dilemma.  On a positive note, Patrick and 

Kata Gainard and Marti Nicastro and Patty Cabuno have been updating our web page 

and Facebook page faithfully and we have had a couple recent guests come as a result 

of this media. 

LOOKING AHEAD 2020 

The coming year will be one of a renewed vision for Corner House.  In view of the fact 

that it is 2020, our vision must also reflect the year we are approaching.  Since 2020 is 

perfect vision we will need our mission to be Christo-centric.  2020 will be the year we 

seek God’s face in prayer for guidance and direction towards the future.    

February 22-23 we will be holding a Financial seminar weekend.  Sessions will be 

prepared by local financial consultants on planning for the future, saving, college 

education costs and how to be good stewards of the rewards you have been blessed 

with by our Lord and Savior.  We will also have a special track for ministers and elders of 

churches led by our key-note speaker, Kent Fillenger of Christian Financial Resources. In 

the coming year CHCC would also like to offer a Financial Peace University by Dave 

Ramsey.  I would like to say a great big thank you to Jane Gainard and Rich Basile for all 

their hard and diligent work on this matter. 
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We are looking forward to doing another mission trip in coming years with Mission 

Journeys. Larry Mullholand and Mission Journeys provides an opportunity for us to do 

local mission trips with our youth and families.  We are also forming a partnership with 

former youth minister Lance Whitehurst with plans to eventually head south of the 

boarder.  We have also discussed taking our teens to a Christ in Youth Conference this 

summer. 

Thank you for your continued partnership in the gospel.  It’s a joy serving with the 

Corner House family.   

Please take time to read through the Annual Report. We are a church committed to 

being a place where Christ is proclaimed and disciples are made through faith, family 

and fellowship. Our stories, reports, finances, budget, and overall report all reflect our 

passion for the Gospel. We believe in the Good News...and we want to live it out as we 

chart our course and map our way in 2020. 

Dave Coxson 
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Elders’ Report 

Brothers and Sisters of CHCC: We are commanded to “Go therefore and make disciples 

of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 

teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you, and lo, I am with you 

always to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:18-20 

Our Elders would like to see Corner House known as the teaching Church on the hill, 

producing disciples who will go out and produce more disciples. God’s Word is what 

Christianity is all about. It is knowing, studying, and doing what God’s Word says to do. 

Let’s get on fire for Jesus and lead others to Christ. 

There are several Bible studies available at the church and the homes of our members. 

Check in the church bulletin or the church office to find one best suited for your 

schedule. You are sure to learn, have fun and fellowship. Get to know your Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ. Get involved and dig deeper into God’s Word. Give it a try and join in! 

In Christian Love, 

                                                                                     Your Elders, 

  Herb Good    Jerry Coxson 

  David Coxson   David Ballenger 

  Chuck Thompson  Patrick Gainard 
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Trustees Report 

          

New countertops were installed in the kitchen. 

Plumbing in kitchen was fixed. 

Light installation in the Fellowship Hall was finished. 

Stage was removed and that area rejuvenated. 

Elevator was inspected and a new cable and motor were installed. 

Front Steps were cleaned. 

Leak in roof caused by steeple was fixed. 

Toilet was replaced in the Men’s bathroom and a urinal was fixed. 

A leak in the Baptistry was fixed and a drip pan was installed. 

Township restored the old cemetery with help from church and town volunteers. 

We are continuing to work on tax and land issues. 

A vote was taken by the congregation to repair the Church and Parsonage roofs and 

replace the sanctuary windows. 

Submitted by 

Jennifer Fisher 
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Membership Report 

 
Births 
Julianna Meckley 
 
Deaths 
Virginia Coonce 
Alberta Denamen 
Tracy Fiedler 
Larry Lissmore 
Bill Longley 
Helene Reinhart 
Ray Roskie 
  
Marriages 
Alex and Victoria Sevastos 
Sparky and Donna Ashby 
Brad and Heather Fumerola 
 
Memberships 

By Statement: 
Kata Gainard 
Christine King 
Megan Shrader 
Dianah Likens  (reconfirmed membership) 

 
By Baptism 
Logan Cabuno  
Josh Bentley 
Kaylynn Bailey 
Taylor Vega 
Michael Rhoads 
Trevor Penn 
Jennifer Kelsey 
Dakota Minotti 

 

Submitted by the Church Clerk, 

         Jennifer Fisher 
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Adult Education Report 

Our Adult Christian Education Ministry has endeavored to create progress in the 

spiritual growth and development of members and attendees at CHCC.  The Elders are 

currently serving as the advancement team for this ministry.  We are open to anyone 

who might be willing to participate.  This past year we completed a brochure that 

outlines several courses of study CHCC has introduced in the past few years.  We believe 

that a well-rounded and grounded disciple should participate in as many of these 

educational objectives as possible.  I will stress that the best teacher is always the Holy 

Spirit and the best resource will always be the Bible.  No Christian should be on the 

spiritual journey without that one/two combination as a priority.  Following our Connect 

Sunday last September I began to teach some classes about Christian Beliefs during our 

Wednesday Night REFUEL.  I offered a solo class on Christian baptism in November and 

several have responded with an interest in being baptized (2 have been baptized so far 

in follow up). 

In 2020 Sue Shrader will be starting one new small group study for women using 

curriculum by Max Lucado entitled "You'll Get Through This." Patrick Gainard will be 

teaching a class on Wednesday nights during REFUEL called "I Am a Church Member."  

(Chuck Thompson piloted this study in his Bible Study in 2019) Our pattern has been to 

pilot a class usually through our small groups and then offer it to the entire 

congregation at a later date.   We also piloted "Rooted" last year and will offer it to the 

congregation again likely either late this spring or early fall.  We are excited to offer our 

Financial Resource Workshop in February of 2020.  From that seminar we are hoping to 

offer a Dave Ramsey, "Financial Peace University" in 2020 along with a special class 

entitled "Debt Free Degree" facilitated by Rich Basile.  We hope to sponsor a Prayer and 

Spiritual Growth seminar in the fall of 2020.  We will also be supportive of a Family Life 

Marriage Conference or any other discipleship/growth opportunity that will challenge 

our members and the community to grow together.   

 

Children’s Education Report 

We have an amazing group of people working with our equally amazing children to 

teach them the love and word of God, but we could always use more volunteers in all 

aspects of discipleship making, whether it be teaching, coordinating or being a helper.  

We have changed the classes around a bit this year for both Sunday morning and for our 
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Refuel sessions, classes are now Preschool, K-3, 4-6, 7-8 and 9-12. We added Hayden 

Coxson as a teacher for 4-6 grade this year on Sunday morning and Jane and Marti have 

returned to teaching this year as well..We celebrated our 4 graduates, Aspen Bell, 

Madison Cabuno, Andrew Christy and 

Makaylah Grover.  The teens took a mission trip to Salyerville, KY. With Mission 

Journeys, hosted the brunch and spaghetti fund-raisers, hosted the Coalburg, Nazarene 

and the Church of God for a 5th Sunday Unity rally, played glow in the dark kickball, had 

a winter bonfire and lock in.  The year started out very rainy as you might remember 

which cancelled our Palm Sunday parade and messed up our work day projects outside 

a bit.  The children did a Mother’s Day program, had an overnighter with special guest 

Isaac Powell and his ventiloquist (11 kids participated), they went to Wagon Trails 

Animal Park (31 participated), a mini mission trip to O’Brien Nursing home where they 

put on a few skits for the residents and passed out crafts that they had made.  We 

celebrated them during Standing in the Gap as they were about to go back to school this 

past fall.  All ages were able to come out on work day to earn ½ their way to camp this 

year.  Speaking of camp, we had 19 kids go to camp, 2 of those were baptized at camp 

and 3 were baptized here at the church.  Kata Gainard will be taking over camp 

registrations and deadline information this year.  WNW became Refuel this year, its still 

held on Wednesday nights with dinner at 5:30 and classes starting at 6-6:10 for all ages 

including adults.  The official kickoff was September 25 with games w/ raffle tickets for 

some prizes, cookout and sundaes.  Our attendance has been fairly steady at about 45-

50.  The Discipleship ministry would like to thank all of the volunteers, the other 

ministries, the congregants not only for their time, donations but also for prayers for our 

children. We really could not do what we do without all others involvement.   

James 1:4 

Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking 

anything. 

       Respectfully, 

      The Discipleship Ministry 
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Evangelism Ministry Report 

The Ministry, in hopes of bringing in more members to the group, began meeting right 

after Church on the 1st Sunday of each month.  We spent the first few months working 

on individual evangelism training.  After a few months of only a very small number of 

people coming together, the Evangelism ministry meetings time changed and was held 

during the Elders meeting once per month.  The ministry meeting schedule will be 

updated soon.  

The Ministry purchased a robo-calling and inner-church communications systems, called 

Hooper.  The robo-calling feature was used several times during the year requesting 

prayers and a few sent out with invitations to attend Corner House 

events.  Unfortunately, yet not surprisingly, the response from the community was not 

well received. The inner-church communication feature was what we were hoping to 

utilize the most, however, it has never worked due to issues within the Hooper 

company. We will be trying to reclaim some of the money paid for the system since we 

cannot use it to send Corner House communications to members. 

Our website, www.cornerhousecc.org continues to be updated regularly.  David’s 

sermons are now posted onto the website.  A video camera was installed to the back of 

the worship center to record and post our services.  Soon, we’ll be posting the entire 

Sunday service live on Facebook and our website.  We continue to get new people into 

our doors from the website and media, which is encouraging. 

A special thanks to Avis Mathews Grove as we continue to use the Rescue Mission as a 

platform for evangelizing to the lost and needy.  While part of the Missions Ministry, it is 

one of the best places to evangelize.  

We are exploring some evangelistic training for our members to increase their aptitude 

for personal evangelism.   

We will continue working within CHCC activities to ensure evangelism takes place at all 

of our events. 

In Christ’s Service, 

Patrick Gainard II 

Elder 

 

 

http://www.cornerhousecc.org/
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Fellowship Ministry Report 

The year has come to a close, so we are looking forward to the coming year.  We have 

been discussing some new and exciting things we would like to make happen this year.  

We as always are blessed with a giving congregation whether it be monetary or food 

donations that keep our costs to a minimum. We are always looking for new ideas and 

new people to come along side us and assist with ideas and events, so if your willing we 

would love to have you. 

Fellowship took over the (WNW) now REFUEL dinners on Wednesday Nights, Su Kilar 

and Cindy Coxson for the magnificent job they have done.  Helen Jordan did a fabulous 

job scheduling a Coffee and Canvas fundraiser for the building fund.   

April 14th - we had a continental breakfast scheduled but was cancelled due to rain. 

April 21st - we had a continental breakfast for Easter services this was attended by about 

30 people.  Bagels, fruit, coffee cake, coffee, tea and juice were prepared. 

May 19th - was Graduate Sunday, we had cake with the different schools flowers,  

refreshments and card shower for our 4 graduates, Aspen Bell, Madison Cabuno, 

Andrew Christy and Makaylah Grover. 

May 26th - was the ice cream social - attendance was good but not like the year before. 

June 28th - we had the Scrappers game and picnic - this was attended by 31 people, they 

all had a great time. 

August 25 - was Standing in the Gap - we provided marshmallow treats with an attached 

inspiring message. 

November 30th - Helen sponsored the Coffee and Canvas building fundraiser - it raised a 

total of $160.00, $10.00 from every participant was donated to the building fund.  . 

December 15th - we came along side Avis Mathews-Grove to help.  This was attended by 

about 60 people. 

December 22nd - Sick and shut in baskets were delivered, thank you to Helen Jordan and 

Kathy Herzberger for the purchasing and packing of the baskets and the Elders for 

delivery. 

We function alongside many other ministries in this church.  If it were not for all the 

cooperation between all ministries and efforts by individuals we could not have the 

fellowship between our brothers and sisters in Christ and those who attend that do not 

know the Lord. 

I John 1:7, But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one 

another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin.  

                                                            In Christian Love, The Fellowship Ministry 
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Missions Ministry Report 
 

Serving God through our Missions ministries is such an honor. We always try to do our 

best, with God’s guidance to help the need of the missions field. 

Last year we went down to Big Reach mission and helped with sorting shoes, clothes 

and other accessories. We plan to go again this year. 

We also collected over 300 pairs of socks for the Rescue Mission during their annual 

Socktober.  

We did a meal packing event and were able to send food packages to 7,000 people in 

Haiti. 

We are grateful to have help purchase a baptismal for the prison in Youngstown. 

The Missions Ministry meets every 1st Saturday morning at the church at 11:00am. 

Won’t you come and join with us to fulfill The Great Commission. Matthew 28:18-20 

Because of your love for God you have provided money for all these projects. Thank 

you, may God continue to bless Corner House and its Mission program. 

        Submitted by, 

         Your Missions Ministry 
  

 

Little Dresses for Haiti Report 

Little Dresses for Haiti is a project that reaches out to the community for support and 

participation in providing individually crafted sundresses and shorts for needy children 

in Haiti. Over 4,000 sundresses have been forwarded to Lifeline Missions in Westerville, 

Ohio for transport to their sites in Haiti. 

Sewing classes and fellowship are available at two sites: The First Presbyterian Church 

on Wick Avenue in Youngstown on the 1st and 3rd Wednesdays at 10:00am with Stella 

Pittman: The Corner House Christian Church on the 2nd and 4th Saturdays at 10:00am 

with Avis Mathews Grove: All materials and supplies are donated and there are no 

handling or shipping fees required. Call Avis at 330-534-7629. 

Beginning and experienced sewers are welcome to participate on site or can sew at 

home and bring the finished garments in. Patterns, fabric and sewing notions are 

available. 

This is a much needed and appreciated ministry. Come, stitch and bring happiness to a 

child.        Submitted by, 

Avis Mathews Grove 
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Worship Ministry Report 

 

As I reflect on more than 25 years of service in worship at Corner House Christian 
Church, I am humbled and honored to have served with many wonderful people.  I am 
grateful for their continued support and encouragement.   
 
This year Corner House lost an amazing man of service with the passing of Bill 
Longley.  For many years, Bill stood at the podium and led worship on Sunday mornings 
as well as participated in the choir.  He continued to be a strong supporter of our 
worship team and the changes that we made to the worship service over the 
years.  Personally, I cherish a letter of encouragement the Bill wrote me many years ago 
when I became the worship leader.  These words continue to provide me strength and 
guidance as I serve at Corner House.  Bill Longely contributed to the church in countless 
ways and I am grateful for them all, but especially how he touched my life and 
encouraged me to serve with my musical talents.  
 
Currently, I am blessed to serve with a group of truly dedicated people.  From weekly 
practice and early Sunday morning warm-ups, the Praise Team gives willingly of their 
time and their talents.  The group of people that work behind the scenes to make each 
service a success are equally devoted.  As a team, we serve each and every week to 
honor God and hopefully all who are present are blessed! 
 
In addition to the weekly morning worship service, the Worship Ministry has continued 
to plan special events like Easter, Mother’s Day, Graduation Sunday, Memorial Day, 
Father’s Day, 4th of July, Standing in the Gap, Thanksgiving and Christmas Eve.  The team 
also traveled to the East Side Church of Christ in Warren, Ohio to worship and share 
special music.   
 
From planning, preparation, practice and performance, the team of people that make 
our worship service happen each and every week is extensive.  As 2019 draws to a close, 
I would like to take a moment to recognize the efforts made by so many people.  Chris 
Ludwick, Michelle and Hannah Best makes copies and sorts the music.  Our media team 
is made up of Carm Shockey, Heather Wukelich, Chris Ludwick and Joyce Dripps.  Brian 
Wukelich and Justin Shrader run the Soundboard with help from Chuck Thompson and 
Ian Wukelich.  The Praise Team includes: Michelle Best, Hannah Best, David Coxson, 
Jerry Coxson, Steve Shrader and Heather Wukelich.  There are also many people who 
share special music or participate in special services throughout the year. 
 

In His Service, 
Heather Wukelich 
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 Finance Team Report 
 

In 2019, Corner House Christian Church  has  continued using best  practices 

recommended for all organizations: separating receiving, depositing and reporting of 

ALL INCOME (handled by the elected financial secretary and assistants) from paying and 

reporting of ALL EXPENSES (handled by the elected  treasurer and a volunteer assistant) 

with the dedicated office staff (both volunteer and paid) assisting as needed, making all 

of the Finance Team work much, much easier.    

 

Kudos to the Elders for keeping missions a priority, by modifying (but not eliminating) 

several programs to  maintain our monthly missions donations at 14% of the offerings to 

the General Fund (all undesignated giving), even when the General Fund had a negative 

balance! Kudos to the Capital Improvements Team and the congregational members 

who gave above and beyond their pledges. The team’s foresight and your generosity 

resulted in the Phase 1 Church Remodel Mortgage Loan being paid off on in April, 2019, 

a mere 5years of a 12 year loan! (This saved 7 years of interest costs.) Kudos to the 

teens for earning the money needed for the annual Teen Mission Trip, as well as kudos 

to the  congregation and the Happy Wanders for their support of our teens in their 

diverse fundraisers! Your support of these fundraisers, enabled it to become a Teen & 

Family Mission Trip in 2019.  

 

Like most families, the 2019 budget of our church family was strained by higher 

expenses and lower income, as well as unexpected, but urgent expenses, especially for 

needed maintenance and essential repairs to the elevator and the plumbing. Even 

though prices are rising for church maintenance, utilities, food, insurance premiums, 

office supplies, cleaning supplies, plumbing repairs, and . . . . well, nearly every item in 

the church budget, your generosity during the extended Christmas Giving Season 

brought the General Fund back to a positive balance.  The total Christmas offering 

collected in the six Sundays between Thanksgiving and New Year’s Day was an awesome 

$1767.79! 

 
In October, the Elders held a congregational meeting to inform members of the urgent 
roof repairs needed due to (1) continuing and worsening leaking problems and (2) the  
possibility of becoming uninsurable if repairs were not made. The Trustees presented 
three bids on replacing the roofs of church, parsonage and garage both separately and 
simultaneously. The congregational vote result was to replace church and parsonage 
roofs as soon as possible. Between October 1 and December 31, 2019, the Capital 
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Improvements Fund was reactivated, pledges received from members, and has grown 
by   $4,141.80. 
Please look over the 2019 financial reports and study the proposed 2020 Budget as you  

pray for our financial plans. If you have any ideas to increase income and/or save 

money, as we continue to practice good stewardship of the resources which God has 

entrusted to our congregation, please share your idea(s) with any member(s) of the 

Finance Team listed below:  

 

Herb Good , Elder               Kathie Nalepa, Treasurer         Erin Powell, Financial Secretary 

David Ballenger, Elder         Donna Good, QuickBooks      Patty Cabuno, Assist. Fin. Sec. 

       Assistant       Paula Parazzo, Assist. Fin. Sec 

 

 

Homeward Bound Bible Class Financial Report 
 

Our class meets downstairs in fellowship hall where the stage used to be. We study 

from the bible only. We are now studying in II Corinthians. Our teachers are Chuck 

Thompson and Judy Longley. Everybody helps out with their thoughts and we have 

great discussions. Come join us as we study God’s precious Word. We meet at 9:30am 

Sunday mornings. 

We also take a collection each week and here is what we have been able to give in 2019: 

1. Living Proof Child Sponsorship   $240 

2. ARM       $50 

3. Youth Mission Trip     $300 

4. Help to a friend of Mike and Marion Sandor $100 

5. Gift to Police      $25 

6. First Aid Boxes     $15 

7. Gift for Minister Appreciation for David  $50 

8. Uniform for Living Proof    $35 

9. I.D.E.S. Christmas List    $40 
______ 
$855 
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Sunday School Financial Report 
 

Balance as of January 1, 2019    $3549.76 

Collections from Jan. 1 – Dec. 15, 2019   $ 571.00 

Expenditures 2019      $2147.50 

Balance as of December 15, 2019    $1973.26 

 

Sunday school giving includes all Children’s classes offering, and one-half of all offerings 
from the two Adult classes. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 David R. Ballenger, Treasurer 


